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There are few industries other than those of agriculture, cattle breed-
ing, and weaving. There are about 2,000 looms in the taluk. Silk
rearing and weaving are carried on to some extent, and the gold-laced
cloths and kerchiefs of Kolleg&l are good and well known ; Alhalli,
Hinduvddi, Singdnallur, K&makarai, and Kongrahalli are chief breed-
ing places, and Kollegal is the chief seat of manufacture; silk cloths
vary from Rs. 5 to Rs. 300, or even higher, according to the quantity
and quality of the silver and gold e nbroidery, which, in the highest
priced cloths, is woven in intricate and elegant designs into the texture
of the cloth while still in the loom. Only 88 looms are reported to be
at work.

Principal places are Kollegdl, the taluk head-quarters, situated on
the Oauvery on the extreme north of the taluk, and having a population
of 8,462 ; Hanur, a large village with irrigation wells; Mudigundam,
2 miles south-west of Kollegal and a mart for the sale of spices from
the low country; Matheswaramalai, much resorted to as their sacred
shrine by the hill people of Bargur and other places, and a centre for
large cattle fairs; Handarpalu, 3 miles south-west of Kollegal, close to
which is Sidheswaramalai, in which the five Pandavas are said to have
concealed themselves : the hill is full of caves, and the chief one bears
the name of Bhima. Near Kollegdl at Sivasamudram are the magni-
ficent Cauvery falls.

PALLADAM.

This large taluk lies in the centre of the district, and is bounded on
the north by Satyamangalam, on the east by Erode and Dhdr&puram,
on the south by Udamalpet, Pollaehi and Dh&r&puram, and on the
west by Ooimbatore. It is a somewhat flat, dreary plain, in area 739
square miles, and having neither bills nor forests ; tl^e river N6yil
bisects it, and, with the exception of the jungle stream called the Nall&r,
is its only river. The climate is hot and very rainless, since it shares
fully neither in the south-west nor north-east monsoon; a rainfall
of 19*25 inches is the average of 15 years. The -wind is furious, but
fairly cool in the former monsoon, as the taluk lies opposite to the
P&lghdt gap.